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The Scrutiny Committee agrees a work plan every year detailing selected issues that affect Oxford or its people. At each meeting the Committee prioritises those topics available from the Council’s Forward Plan and its own commissioned reports. 

The plan is based on suggestions received from all elected members and senior officers. Members of the public can also contribute topics for inclusion in the scrutiny work plan by completing and submitting our suggestion form. See our get involved webpage for further details of how you can participate in the work of scrutiny.

Some topics will be considered at Scrutiny Committee meetings and others will be delegated to standing panels. Items for more detailed review will be considered by time-limited review groups.

The Council also has a “call in” process which allows decisions made by the Cabinet to be reviewed by the Scrutiny Committee before they are implemented. 
<PI1>

	


Scrutiny Committee and Standing Panel responsibility and membership
	Committee / Panel
	Remit
	Membership

	Scrutiny Committee
	Overall management of the Council’s Scrutiny function


	Councillors: Liz Wade (Chair), Nigel Chapman, Thiago Corais, Hosnieh Djafari-Marbini, Paula Dunne, James Fry, Linda Smith, Chris Smowton, Marie Tidbal, Imogen Thomas, Naomi Waite, Dick Wolff

	Finance and Performance Panel
	Finance and budgetary issues and decisions, performance management
	Councillors: James Fry (Chair), Amar Latif, Imogen Thomas, Andrew Gant, Tom Landell Mills, Chris Jarvis

	Housing and Homelessness Panel
	Strategic housing, homelessness and landlord issues and decisions
	Councillors: Linda Smith (Chair), Nadine Bely Summers, Lizzy Diggins, Laurence Fouweather, Liz Wade, Chris Jarvis

	Companies Panel
	Shareholder function for companies and joint ventures
	Councillors: Nigel Chapman (Chair), James Fry, Edward Mundy, Tom Landell Mills, Katherine Miles, Lucy Pegg 


Current and planned review groups

Child Poverty Review Group – Councillors Hosnieh Djafari-Marbini, Lucy Pegg, Ajaz Rehman, Liz Wade

Budget Review Group – membership the same as Finance Panel membership, with Housing Panel members attending during Housing related Scrutiny.

Timings of review groups

Child Poverty – TBC

Budget Review Group – Meetings scheduled for 04, 06 and 10 January, with a review on 17 January 2022. 

</PI1>

<PI2>

	


Scrutiny Committee
</PI2>

<PI3>

18 January 2022 - reports
	Agenda item
	Cabinet item
	Description
	Cabinet portfolio 
	Lead officer


</PI3>

<PI4>

	Climate Emergency Review Group Update
	No
	An update on the actions taken since the recommendations made by the Climate Emergency Review Group
	Cabinet Member for Green Transport and Zero Carbon Oxford
	Rose Dickinson, Carbon Reduction Team Manager


</PI8>

<PI9>

	Procurement Update
	No
	To provide an update on the latest changes within the Council’s procurement policies. 
	Cabinet Member for Finance and Asset Management

	Annette Osborne, Procurement Manager


</PI5>

<PI6>

01 February 2022 - provisional reports
	Agenda item
	Cabinet item
	Description
	Cabinet portfolio 
	Lead officer


</PI6>

<PI7>

	Grant Allocations to Community & Voluntary Organisations  2022/23
	Yes
	A report to make decisions on the allocation of grants to the community and voluntary organisations for 2022/2023.
	Cabinet Member for Inclusive Communities
	Ian Brooke, Head of Community Services


</PI7>

<PI8>

	Draft Oxford Playing Pitches Strategy 2021-2036
	Yes
	This is the Draft City strategy to support and encourage participation in sport and physical activity, through a robust fit for purpose framework that promotes accessible affordable and sustainable playing pitch and outdoor space provision to meet both the current and future local needs.

	Cabinet Member for Culture, Leisure and Tourism
	Hagan Lewisman, Active Communities Manager


</PI8>

<PI9>

	Oxfordshire Recovery and Renewal Framework
	Yes
	To seek Oxford City Council approval for the development of a system wide framework and a shared approach and priorities for recovery and renewal from the COVID-19 period. This is being put forward for adoption by all Oxfordshire Councils and other statutory partners to reinforce the strong operational collaboration extended and established through the pandemic. The framework seeks to connect sector and organisational specific recovery planning, linking existing plans and strategies. It focuses in particular on shared economic recovery that leads to shared prosperity, better health and wellbeing and stronger communities - underpinned by measures to tackle climate change and address inequalities.
	Leader - Inclusive Growth, Economic Recovery, and Partnerships


	Mish Tullar, Head of Corporate Strategy


</PI9>

<PI10>

07 March 2022 - provisional reports
	Agenda item
	Cabinet item
	Description
	Cabinet portfolio 
	Lead officer


</PI10>

<PI11>

	Food Strategy
	Yes
	Development of a Countywide Food strategy, working with key partners such as Good Food Oxford, Oxfordshire County Council, Oxfordshire District Council and the Community Food system within the City. 
That addresses the causes of food poverty as part of our wider anti-poverty work. This should include the following:
Taking into account:
o The National Food Strategy;
o The considerable work undertaken by this Council to address inequality and to tackle food poverty during the pandemic;
o Being a signatory to the Oxford Good Food Charter;
o The excellent work of Oxford’s voluntary sector to tackle food poverty;
o Recommendations on achieving a self-sustaining community food system and Council’s role in supporting this.

• Bringing together the views and knowledge of our food network partners to better understand the current root causes of food poverty, and a shared action plan to implement meaningful solutions.
• Tackling child food poverty by campaigning to address holiday hunger, increasing take up of free school meals and access to food larders for families with children.
• Continuing to use relationships with supermarkets to divert surplus food to those in need and minimise waste to help eliminate Oxford’s contribution to climate change by 2040 or sooner, in line with the Zero Carbon Oxford Charter and recommendations of the Citizens’ Assembly on Climate Change.
	Cabinet Member for Inclusive Communities
	Hagan Lewisman, Active Communities Manager


</PI11>

<PI12>

	Oxford City Council Safeguarding Report 2020/21
	Yes
	To report on the progress made on the Oxford City Council’s Safeguarding Action Plan 2020/21.
	Cabinet Member for a Safer, Healthier Oxford
	Daniella Granito, Policy and Partnerships Manager; Safeguarding co-ordinator


</PI12>

<PI13>

	Annual Update of the Council Business Plan
	Yes
	A report to present the annual update of  the Council’s Business Plan.
	Leader - Economic Development and Partnerships
	Mish Tullar, Head of Corporate Strategy


</PI13>

<PI14>

Finance and Performance Panel
</PI14>

<PI15>

24 January 2022 - provisionally no reports
The draft of the Budget Review Group is expected to be signed off to go to Scrutiny on this date.
</PI15>

<PI16>

Housing and Homelessness Panel</PI16>
<PI17>

02 February - provisional reports
	Agenda item
	Cabinet item
	Description
	Cabinet portfolio 
	Lead officer


</PI17>

<PI18>

	Allocation of Homeless Prevention Funds 22/23
	Yes
	A report to approve the allocation of homelessness prevention funds for 2022/23 and delegate authority for entering into a lease on Floyds Row.
	Cabinet Member for Affordable Housing, Housing Security, and Housing the Homeless
	Paul Wilding, System Change Manager - Homelessness Prevention


</PI18>

<PI19>

	Update of Housing Assistance and Disabled Adaptation Policy 2022
	Yes
	To seek agreement to necessary changes to the Housing Assistance and Disabled Adaptation Policy.
	Cabinet Member for Affordable Housing, Housing Security, and Housing the Homeless
	Becky Walker, Home Improvement Agency Team Manager


</PI19>

<PI20>

Companies Panel
</PI20>

<PI21>

24 March 2022 - reports will be the same as those at the Shareholder and Joint Venture Group meeting (OCHL, OxWED and Barton)
</PI21>
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Criteria

The following TOPIC criteria may be used by the Scrutiny Committee to evaluate and prioritise suggested topics:

· Timely – is it timely to consider the issue?
· Oxford priority – is it a council priority or relates to an essential service?
· Public interest – is it of significant public interest?
· Influence – can Scrutiny have a meaningful influence and add value?

· Cost – is there a significant financial impact or an area of high expenditure?
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